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I should appoint to be there, where the whole company was to be entertained at his charge, which he willingly accepted and performed accordingly.
Though I loved reading, and kept what I had learnt, yet I found but little progress in ray studies, for want of some able person to direct me in that particular; besides, I found there was little means of improvement for a gentleman as to other respects in England, the nobility and gentlemen of the best rank and estates living retired in the country, to avoid the jealousies of the then suspicious Government, of every act and word that could be construed in favour of the royal family, whereby to draw them into the dangers and forfeitures of delinquency ; and such as lived in town were either such zealots in the rebellious, schismatical superstitions of those times, or so very debauched on the other hand, that it was very hard for a young man to avoid infection on one side or the other. These considerations wrought not only upon me to ask, but upon my mother to allow me leave to go to travel.
I set forward for France in April 1654, being then twenty years of age, Cromwell having the year before declared his ambition in the dismission of the late Parliament, the calling of another, in the subduing of Ireland, and making the army entirely at his devotion ; by which he did as he pleased in the three kingdoms.1 My friends recommended to me for governor or conductor in this
1 Elsewhere Sir John writes, referring to this period, 'Oliver Cromwell was then in his greatest height and splendour. I scarce saw him very near but onco about that timo (for being fearful of himself he was not easy of access), when he gave public audience to the Spanish ambassador, whom he received with as much distance and ceremony as if he had been the greatest of kings.'